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Four Hills Village Homeownersô Association 
General Membership Meeting January 17th, Four Hills Country Club, 10 am to 12 noon 

If you have germane issues, please attend the Board meeting on Thursday, January 8th at 7 pm at the  

Country Club.   You need to register with the Secretary just prior to the meeting to be put on the agenda.  Perti-

nent issues will then be addressed at the General Membership Meeting to which all members are invited.  This 

will ensure an organized, expeditious meeting.  The meeting will commence with short talks by invited guests.  

This will be followed by the membership business, reports on the past yearôs activities, and future objectives.  

The Annual Membership Appreciation Breakfast will take place from 9 to 10 am, prior to the Gen-

eral Membership meeting.  Catering constraints limit participation to the first 200 persons who send in their 

membership forms and dues for 2009 and request breakfast.  (Please see page 19.)  There will be 20 round ta-

bles of 10 persons.  Attendees will pick up their breakfast buffet-style after signing in.  The menu will include: 

breakfast burritos (meat and vegetarian) with scrambled eggs, potatoes, bacon, cheese, and red and green chile 

on the side.  In addition, there will be whole fruit, sliced seasonal fruit, breakfast bread and pastries, and yo-

gurts.  The continuous refreshment service features coffee, teas, assorted sodas, juices, and water.  Those not 

making the cut will be given special consideration for the next membership event. 

Manzano Open Space Gate Closed Permanently - Finally!!!  
A legal settlement was reached between the city and landowners east and north of the Manzano Open 

Space to permanently close the access gate to the Manzano Open Space late in October 2008.  Terms of the 

agreement include: the payment of $850,000 to the landowners for vacating the public prescriptive easements 

through the open space; keyed gated access to city emergency vehicles and individual property owners east of 

Four Hills; and city support for their access to Water Utility Authority water and sewer services.  This action 

completes several years of effort by the Four Hills Homeowners Association Board of Directors and many, 

many residents of Four Hills. 

Early participants in the effort included Lillian and Judge Sam Mandel, Phil Mogen, Robert Leeds, Su-

zette and Jim Lowe and David McCormick. Later, Jim White, Roger Mickelson, Jim Grout and Darla and Al-

fred Lorber led the effort.  Darla and Alfred were the prime and persistent motivators in bringing things to a 

conclusion.  Your Four Hills Homeowners Association Boards of Directors played a significant role as well 

over the years. By 2002, more than three hundred Four Hills residents had signed up as co-litigants in the land-

owner-city lawsuit.  The 2002 board arranged for a busload of residents to comment at a City Council meeting.  

Similar involvement occurred during the lengthy District Court hearings in 2003-2006, while the 2007 board 

organized two busloads of residents to speak in support of the closure in District Court.  Over the past three 

years, the FHVHA Board also spearheaded a donation drive to help pay for the legal fees incurred in the battle. 

Many of you may have received an e-mail from the Neighborhood Association in mid-October that 

ñannouncedò the settlement and also solicited your support in sending e-mails of appreciation to both Mayor 

Chavez and City Councilor Don Harris.  Although ñthanksò may be appropriate to them, the real ñthanksò 

should go the aforementioned individuals, especially Darla and Alfred Lorber and to the previous Boards of 

Directors of your Four Hills Homeowners Association for aggressively and persistently applying legal pressure 

and resident pressure on city government for many years that led to the agreement.  Note that the only parties 

to the final settlement were CAO Ed Adams and the five landowners; these negotiations took almost two years 

to resolve the situation. 

Joseph Zmuda, Vice President, FHVHA 
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Four Hills Village Homeownersô Association 
Board of Directors 

2008 Calendar Year 
 

Officers 
 

President  Herb Wright  herbwright@peoplepc.com  922-0976 

Vice President  Joe Zmuda  j_zmuda@comcast.net  299-5528 

Secretary  Ruth Christman  ruth@tutorialpress.com  296-8636 

Treasurer  Deborah Barnes-Mattie dbm903@yahoo.com  332-8527 
 

Directors 
 

Architectural Control  Ernest Christman  hills@tutorialpress.com  296-8636 

Covenants  Geneiva Meeker  genmeek100@msn.com  323-6868 

Membership  Tim Gallegos  gallegos.co@msn.com  797-8665 

Open Space and Parks  Bob Hajek  rhajek@earthlink.net  292-7243 

Planning and Development  Steve Tenorio  steven.tenorio@comcast.net 480-8888 

Real Estate and Public Relations Jan DeMay  jan@askjanrealestate.com  450-7635 

Security, Air Flights, and Roads  Roger Hartman nmpops@gmail.com 296-7924 

Four Hills Village Homeownerô Association 
Post Office Box 50505, Albuquerque, NM 87181-0505 

www.four-hills-village.com 

Not a member of the Four Hills Village Homeownersõ Association?   
Joining is easy. See page 19 for a combination membership application  

as well as a ballot for our 2009 Board of Directors.  

Advertising and the Chronicle 

     This is the last issue that will carry advertising.  It is being dropped because it was not cost effective 

and required a subsidy from the Association.  Ads require a higher level publishing program and a 

great deal of interaction with advertisers.  This had dissuaded members from volunteering, which is 

now no longer the case. 

Neighborhood crime reports are now on line at www.cabq.gov/police 

This page includes links to: 

Citizenôs request form for copy of Accident Report (for your insurance company) 

Theft reports (file on line when you donôt need a police officer to come see you) 

Crime reports (great map system, enters your address, move the map around, click on report of interest). 

Other APD news (like availability of Speed Monitor radar trailers for neighborhood use). 

Graffiti Hotline  768-4725 

Weed & Litter  857-8060 

Code Enforcement  924-3450 

Non-emergency  242-COPS 

Emergency  911 

Telephone Report  748-2030 

Police Records  768-2025 

Party Patrol  252-2677 

Suspected Meth Labs  764-METH 

Crime Stoppers  843-STOP 

City Information  311 

Open Space  332-5254 

Mail Theft--Postal Inspector  346-8490 

Report Litterers  800-867-7666 

Abandoned/Inoperable Vehicles  768-CARS 

Foothills Substation  332-5240 

Foothills Commander Anaya 250-8726 

Lt. Ruben Griego  401-9112 

Important Numbers 
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A Note on Covenants  by  Geneiva Meeker, Director 

We live in a beautiful area of the city.  Many people desire to live here because our homes and yards are well-

maintained, people are friendly, and because we are in a comparatively safe area due to our ñone-way inò and 

ñone-way outò configuration.  It is important that we maintain our properties by following our ñFour Hills Vil-

lage Reservations, Covenants and Restrictrictions,ò which must be our guideline to maintaining the desirabil-

ity of our homes.  Most of our homeowners abide by these guidelines; however during the past year many let-

ters have needed to be written as a reminder to homeowners of minor violations, which they either were not 

aware of, or which were overlooked.  I must compliment our homeowners by noting that after just one note, 

most of the violations were corrected.  We greatly appreciate your cooperation in keeping us in the top of ñone 

of the most desirable places to live in Albuquerqueò scale. 

 

Report from the Membership Committee Chairman 

2008 has been a year of great change! Our lifestyles have been impacted in many ways here in Four Hills. 

On the national level, our economy has been on everyoneôs mind. On the state level, our Governor was run-

ning for President. On the city level, our city council and our mayor are battling for the ability to create their 

legacies. In our own neighborhood we have another group working to build their identity. So, after all that is 

said and done, this has been an extraordinarily busy and confusing year on all levels. 

Due to the increase in yearly dues, confusion caused by other organizations, and issues we face in our so-

ciety, our membership is down a bit. I still believe by next year the dust will settle and we should be back to 

what we were last year and maybe a few extra. This year we had so much confusion that we even had some of 

our members send in their membership dues twice. We returned it to them, of course, and called to thank them. 

It is excellent to be part of such a great association that people are willing to pay twice! 

Being part of the Four Hills Village Homeowners Association is a blessing and a wonderful thing. How-

ever, it is like anything else, and you get out of it what you put in to it. If you are not interested in working 

hard to maintain a beautiful place where your house does not depreciate as much as other areas in the city, than 

this may not be the place for you. If you feel that your neighbor is no more than the complainer next door, this 

may not be the place for you. If you believe that your home is a good investment and you enjoy living in a safe 

and quiet place with neighbors that have the same ideals, this is the place for you. 

There are many great clubs that are available to join within the organization and I have heard that each of 

them is well worth the time. The clubs I have been a part of have been an awesome experience. Everyone is 

nice, inviting, and very interesting to meet. The activities are put together so well that it is a great time for all! 

Next year we will continue to do fun activities to gain more members and make our group worthwhile. As 

the membership chairman, I thank you for letting me serve our community and I am always looking for new 

ideas to increase members and make the organization more exciting and attractive. If anyone has any thoughts, 

please email or call me with suggestions. 

Tim Gallegos  797-8665  gallegos.co@msn.com 

From the Four Hills Neighbors  by Nancy Kluck, President 

It was so nice to see so many of you at the Wine and Cheese Party last September!  This has become an 

annual event and a pleasant way to meet your neighbors.  Our thanks again to Jim & Renee Grout for hosting 

the party. 

I hope youôve been enjoying this beautiful, ñLand of Enchantmentò weather.  Christmas is just around the 

corner, though, so our December 4th Luncheon featured 31 crafters for our annual Arts and Crafts Fair.  The 

new chef, Claus Hjortkjaer, presented a program on ñThe Pleasures of Good Food, Family and Friends.ò  I do 

hope some of you that work were able to take a long lunch hour and join us for the affair.  If not this time, 

think about joining us for our quarterly luncheon the first Thursday in March.  Good food, good programs, 

good company! 

Ladies, if youôre interested in learning more about our Neighborsô Club and all our 15 (or so) activity 

groups, please call our Membership Chairman, Carolyn Rigirozzi at 292-5077, or send me an e-mail at 

nkluck@comcast.net  Our activity groups are a great way to get acquainted with and enjoy your neighbors. 
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Four Hills Country Club  
Celebrating 50 years! 

Join us for the Holidays for only a $50.00 initiation fee that will lock you in for a 
lifetime of wining and dining.  Come join our family as a Social Member today. 

*Restrictions applyñ offer expires 12/31/08. 

Kim Harrell, Membership Director, (505) 299-9555 ext. 129 

     Are you tired of suspicious people cruising your neighborhood, casing your homes, your vehicles 
and your family?  Let us relieve your worries while going about your daily lives. 

Know that someone is looking out for you, your loved ones and your property. 
Our officers are highly trained current, former and / or retired Public Safety Professionals. 
We respond to your home or you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week including BURGLAR ALARMS. 

International Protective Service   (505) 897-2420 
www.InternationalProtectiveService.com 

http://www.internationalprotectiveservice.com/
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Your Brotherôs Keeper  by Ernest Christman, Director, Architectural Control 
 

Google the words ñhomeowners associationò and it will bring up over two million entries.  The over-

whelming majority concern complaints from people in communities that have severe restrictive covenants and 

mandatory dues.  There are even on-line solicitations from lawyers who want the business of the disgruntled. 

As an open, ungated community that has no mandatory dues, we rely more on goodwill than on enforce-

ment of the restrictions that are a part of purchasing a home in Four Hills Village.   In a sense, we are each our 

brotherôs keeper (Genesis 4:9) in that it behooves all of us to comply with regulations that are beneficial to all 

residents.  The Architectural Control Director is charged with the responsibility of approving new construction 

and modifications to existing property that are spelled out in our Covenants and By-laws.  He/she investigates 

violations when observed directly or reported.  He/she will advise accordingly to prevent escalation of 

neighbor-to-neighbor conflicts by proposing solutions short of legal enforcement. 

A major benefit of cooperating when property modifications are contemplated is that, after inspection, the 

Director issues a letter of approval after the Board ratifies the changes.  This serves as a legal document that 

will protect against subsequent challenges.   While some rules may seem idealistic, they have been honed by 

our 38 years of continuance. 

For an Architectural Review Process form, see page 18 or go on line www.four-hills-village.com 

Some Crime Incidents in Four Hills Village by Aaron T. Jones 
 

During August, several residents reported vehicle burglaries.  All had valuables in plain sight inside.  Eve-
ryone should park in a garage or within a secured area. Otherwise, remove all valuables such as wallets, 
money, radar detectors, and GPS devices (at least from plain view), lock your cars, and set your alarms. 

As the election progressed, we had several instances of political signs being taken.  There is also an ongo-
ing problem with damaging mail boxes on a random basis. It can be very difficult to do anything about these 
types of acts unless we actually see the culprits or get good information, for example; license plates or a vehi-
cles description from you the public. 

We have been successful this year in effecting prosecution of some offenders who thought that it was al-
right to come into our community and commit criminal acts.  Here are some incidents: 

A 17 year old male drove recklessly around Stagecoach Road and Four Hills Road and ended up on 
the driving range at the Country Club.  Followed by my officer, he attempted to force his way through 
the back yard of a Sagebrush Trail home and rammed the patrol vehicle prior to being detained for 
DWI and turned over to APD for prosecution. 
Four teenagers attempted to drive up to the open space for an evening of drinking. When they discov-
ered the closed gate, they took out their annoyance on two vehicles parked in a residentôs driveway, 
inflicting $4,800 in damage.  A neighbor immediately called our dispatch center. My officer was able 
to catch up to and identify the offendersô vehicle.  The offenders were turned over to the Albuquerque 
Police Department and ultimately the District Attorneyôs Office for prosecution. 
A client called advising that two suspicious males in a pickup had backed into their driveway and were 
knocking on the door. She didnôt answer and then later surprised the men who were stealing construc-
tion items from the house next door.  She contacted IPS and my officer responded quickly and noted 
that the suspects had three items in the bed of their truck.  The men fled the scene.  My officer con-
tacted the Albuquerque Police Department and provided information that led to their capture at San 
Mateo and I-40.  The thefts totaled approximately $1,800.00 in property. 
We removed several rattlesnakes from peopleôs yards, garages and even from inside their houses. Due 
to the construction and the rains we had a large number of rattlesnake incidents this year. Several dogs 
were bitten; no persons were to my knowledge. 
This summer I responded to a call of ñshots firedò in the Open Space area off of Stagecoach Road. 
Upon arrival I met with a 19 year old man who, I later found, suffered from PTSD. He had fired off 
several rounds out a high caliber rifle in the area where several people were out walking and hiking. I 
had to forcibly remove the gun from him and then detained him until APD Open Space responded. 
The Police then took his weapons and cited him for Negligent Use of a Deadly Weapon. 

We are in crucial time in the history of our country. As the economy gets worse, crime will increase. 
There is no need to live in fear. As the old saying goes, ñAn ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.ò 

 

Mr. Jones is President & CEO, International Protective Service, www.InternationalProtectiveService.com 

http://www.internationalprotectiveservice.com/
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Dolores D. Molina Martinez 
12 Years Experience 

 
CAREGIVER AND COMPANION 

For The Elderly 
House Sitting Available 

 
(505) 203-5811 
(505) 299-5718 

24 Hour Care 
Run Errands 

Great References 
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Real Estate Report 
by Jan DeMay, Director, Real Estate & Public Relations  

 

For 2008, 53 houses sold as of mid-November.  Currently, there are 75 houses listed, 8 sales pending. 

Albuquerque home sales are down, but houses that are priced well and in good condition (updated and re-

modeled) are selling best.  Lenders require 20% down with a credit score of 700 or better to qualify for con-

ventional mortgages.  FHA is still 3% down for now.  
 

Price History per square foot:  1998 - $78.52,  1999 - $77.89,  2000 - $78.52,  2001 - $83.22,  2002 - $87.03,  

2003 - $92.55,  2004 - $101.23,  2005 - $115.01,  2006 - $138.00,  2007 - $146.97,  2008 - $139.13 

East Gateway Sector Development Plan 

by Paula Donahue, Senior Planner, City of Albuquerque 
 

East Gateway is an area bounded by I-40 on the north, Wyoming on the west, and City limits on the east 
and south.  Planning for East Gatewayôs future is well underway. 

In August 2007, the City of Albuquerque Planning Department held a series of meetings with over 160 

residents, business owners, property owners and others to determine area strengths and issues.  With that infor-
mation the City formed a planning team consisting of Paula Donahue (City of Albuquerque Planning Depart-
ment) and three consultant firms: Architectural Research Consultants Incorporated (ARC), Glatting Jackson 

Kercher Anglin, and Robert Charles Lesser and Company (RCLCO). A technical team consisting of several 
City and other agency representatives was also formed to discuss the feasibility of planning team proposals. 

In May 2008, Councilors Don Harris and Rey Garduño and the Planning Team kicked off the public plan-

ning process.  This first public meeting was held to explain the planning process and discuss additional area 
issues and strengths. 

A three-day August 2008 planning workshop resulted in a draft plan with mission and goals.  The work-

shop consisted of two public meetings, technical team meetings, and two days of one-on-one open house ses-
sions with the planning team.  During the workshop, eight specialists in transportation planning and engineer-
ing, land use planning, and urban design produced illustrations responding to workshop ideas and technical 

information. A market analysis conducted during the summer of 2008 was also discussed. 
By the time you read this article, the third planning event will have taken place at the East Gate Church on 

November 20, 2008. At that meeting participants will have discussed ideas from the August 2008 planning 

workshop.  The report containing them is available from the City Planning Department or electronically from 
the Planning Departmentôs East Gateway Sector Plan web page at www.cabq.gov/planning/advance/
eastgatewaysdp.html .  You still have time to review and comment on these ideas.  

Public input will strongly influence the contents of the East Gateway Sector Development Plan.  That is 
why your participation is so crucial.  The Plan will include an analysis of area issues and assets, a community 
vision and goals, the results of the market study, and a strategy to integrate land use, transportation and eco-

nomic development.  Planning strategies may include proposals to improve economic viability, land use regu-
lations and site design standards for properties along selected streets, a transportation plan, public right-of-way 
design proposals that support driving, bicycling and walking, and public project proposals. 

A draft plan should be ready for public review late spring 2009. A final draft should be ready for review 
by the public and the Environmental Planning Commission early fall 2009.  

The following reports are available from the Planning Department or electronically on the Planning De-
partmentôs East Gateway Sector Development Plan website: 1) Initiating the Albuquerque East Gateway Sec-
tor Development Plan, August 2007, 2) Project Kick-off Report, May 2008, 3) Market Analysis of Develop-

ment Opportunities, August 2008, and 4) Planning Workshop Report, November 2008. 
East Gateway area residents, business owners, employees, and property owners are always welcome to join the 
process.  Your input is important.  The Sector Development Plan will be the plan for your community for the 

next 10 to 15 years.  If you havenôt yet participated and want to receive meeting notices and other information, 
just call or email Paula Donahue at 924-3932 or pdonahue@cabq.gov .  Access the City of Albuquerque East 

Gateway Sector Development Plan web page at www.cabq.gov/planning/advance/eastgatewaysdp.html 
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This newsletter is a member -only benefit.  The electronic version on our web site 
www.four -hills -village.com will henceforth carry only abstracts.   

Neighborhood Watch 

 Many have asked about a Neighborhood Watch program for Four Hills.  Neighborhood Watch is not done 

at the homeownersô association-level.  Itôs a block-by-block program, block defined as a group of homes 

where everyone can see whatôs happening on their ñblock.ò  Neighborhood Watch programs require some ef-

fort but the benefits are generally accepted to be noteworthy. 

If youôre interested, APD has a great web site: www.cabq.gov/police and if you select ñCrime Prevention/

Safetyò on the left column, it will take you to a very informative piece on Neighborhood Watch.  To talk to 

the police departmentôs prime point of contact, call 924-3600.  Iôll be happy to answer questions to the best of 

my ability.   The more involved we are as neighbors, the more crime-free weôll be. 

Roger Hartman, Director, Security, Roads, and Air Flights 

State Representative ï Richard Berry  
 

Let me start by expressing my sincere gratitude to everyone in District 20 and Four Hills for giving me the 
opportunity to once again serve you in the New Mexico Legislature.  As I put the finishing touches on my first 
term and look forward to the next two years I must reflect on all that I have learned and on how much more 
there is to learn.  Although I was fortunate to have been able to affect many important policies and legislation 
over the past two years, there are certainly heavy responsibilities as we look forward.  The experience gained 
during my first term will be invaluable as we tackle what are most certainly serious and difficult times ahead, 
particularly for our Stateôs budget. 

As in every 60-day session there will be thousands of bills addressing a myriad of policy issues.  As im-
portant as all of these issues are, our primary focus will be on fiscal matters.  The October revenue estimates 
for fiscal year 2009 were decreased in October by $344 million dollars. We receive 15-20% of our Stateôs 
revenues from oil and gas severance taxes and royalties. Both oil and natural gas prices have continued to drop 
which will only exacerbate the problem by the time we get to Santa Fe in January. Couple the lower oil and 
gas prices with flat growth in income tax revenues, slowed growth in gross receipts tax revenues and decreases 
in corporate income taxes paid and we have a recipe for some rough sledding for the budget.  The upshot is 
that FY09 revenues are expected to be less than the FY09 appropriations (we are spending more than we 
make).  This situation will require direct action by the Governor and the legislature.  Even though New Mexico 
is slated to fair much better than many other states during the current economic downturn, it has been the 
growth of our state budget based on increased revenues from commodities that has caused so many of us in the 
legislature to express our concern over the past two years.  We will now have to make tough decisions on how 
to work our way out of this fiscal downturn.  Several options available to us are; 

Cutting existing Government programs 
Repeal the General Appropriations Act of 2008 and/or reauthorize the Governor to reduce expenditures 
De-authorize unused prior capital outlay appropriations and use them to cover revenue shortfalls 
Expend reserve funds set up specifically to buffer economic down turns 
Increase revenues through higher taxes and fees 

It will be interesting to see which options gain footing during the session, but one thing I feel strongly 
about is that taxpayers should not be forced to shoulder a hefty additional burden in order to rescue the State 
government from prior imprudent fiscal decisions.  I feel that the State should do what the rest of us do when 
our financial circumstances take a downturn ï we tighten our belts, cut non-essential spending and stop spend-
ing growth.   

I will be having another informal town hall meeting from 6-8pm on December 17th at the Lomas and 
Tramway library.  Please come by and let me know your thoughts, ideas and concerns.  I represent all of you 
and would appreciate your thoughts prior to the January 60-day session.  Iôll bring the coffee and cookies. 

In closing I would like to extend my best wishes to you and your family during the holidays and the New 
Year.  As always, please do not hesitate to contact me at my home phone number 293-1130 or at my legisla-
tive e-mail; richard.berry@nmlegis.gov  Your opinions, thoughts and ideas are important to me. 



 

 Four Hills Village           Homeownersô Association Page 9 

Legislative Report 

by State Senator Sue Wilson Beffort 

Now that the election is over, I can get back to being a full time legislator and start preparing for the 2009 

Legislative Session.  Thank you very much for the tremendous support I received from Four Hills; it has been 

a great honor to represent you for the past 12 years, and I am pleased that my District 19 constituents felt that I 

had represented you in a manner that justified another four years. 

As you know, many of my Republican colleagues did not survive the election, and consequently the Leg-

islature is going to be severely lopsided.  Most everyone believes, no matter what their party affiliation is, that 

it is not healthy for one party to dominate all three branches of government, as there is no ñcheck and balance.ò  

Yet, we have been operating under this condition for the past six years, but the difference this time is that the 

Senate moderate coalition is going to be significantly weakened.  In fact, it may be a silver lining that New 

Mexico is facing a flat budget.  It will be important to have some time to carefully study the growth that state 

government has experienced, the solvency status of the various retirement funds, our permanent funds (the in-

terest of which supply the monies for public education), and then have a chance to hear from the economists as 

to the length and breadth of the recession.  The national budget cuts could significantly affect matching funds 

coming into the state for the Medicaid and TANF (welfare) programs, as well as drug courts, Headstart, etc.  

We are very fortunate to have healthy reserves, which have stayed at 10% of the General Fund ($600 to 

700 million) for the last several years.  They were set up for emergencies and New Mexico is very lucky to 

have them. As you have read, many states have not fared so well and are facing enormous shortfalls. 

My senior status on the Senate Finance Committee will put me in a position to have a significant input on 

the budget.  I have been  conscientiously studying the economic presentations this summer in our Legislative 

Finance Committee hearings and will strive to make the responsible decisions in my input on the 2009 Budget. 

Revitalization of the East Gateway to Albuquerque 

by Roger Mickelson   332-9273 
For more than a year, the City has been moving forward to produce a Sector Development Plan for the 

area south of I-40 and east of Wyoming to the city limits with Bernalillo County and Kirtland AFB. A Metro-
politan Redevelopment Area supporting effort is underway in a narrower corridor along East Central. City 
planners, consultants, and citizens have been participating in public meetings, and planners welcome individ-

ual inputs so that the Plan will reflect the desires of residents, business owners, and nearby neighbors. Prelimi-
nary concepts were presented on August 28, and revised suggestions were discussed on November 20. 

The comprehensive Sector Plan should be a vision of the future of our corner of town, goals for commer-

cial and residential improvements, and projects and programs to implement the vision and goals. The Plan 
should set standards (not merely guidelines) for roadways and transportation, land use, zoning codes, trails, 
bikeways, open space, utilities, and public facilities (e.g., parks, schools, APD, AFD). It should address archi-

tectural aesthetics, arts, multigenerational programs, and activity centers (e.g., business, employment, health, 
recreation). At this stage, the draft concepts are incomplete, unreviewed, unrefined, and not well integratedð
some initial concepts have been taken out of context and prematurely promoted for early implementation. But 

letôs not jump the gunðbuild a good overall plan for future implementation so that we can all be proud of the 
improvements. 

It is essential that residents and business owners get (and stay) involved to ensure that our desires and 
needs are properly reflected in the evolving Plan. In some other parts of town, sector plans were completed 
without sufficient public input, and residents were unhappy with the results. The planning staff and consultants 

are certainly professional; however, residents will have to live with the results of the planning process for 
many years. The longer that we wait to get involved, the harder it will be to inject our ideas into an integrated, 
organized Sector Development Plan. The next public meetings will tentatively be next Spring. Meeting details 

will be announced later so that you can actively participate. In the meantime, study the draft plan and other 
documents at www.cabq.gov/planning/advance/eastgatewaysdp.html  You can submit comments to Paula 
Donahue at PDonahue@cabq.gov or by calling 924-3032.  Itôs like an electionðif you donôt vote, donôt com-

plain about the outcome. Get involved; itôs your future!  
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