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Status of I-40 Winter Closings 
Remember the three day closure of I-40 eastbound around New Years Day 2007 and the tremendous in-

convenience it caused for Four Hills residents?  We might be able to live with the inconvenience, but we abso-
lutely cannot tolerate the risk of emergency response vehicles not being able to respond to a call in our com-
munity during a closure.  Over a year ago, I sent letters to all of our representatives in the legislature, the De-
partment of Transportation, the State Police, Bernalillo County Sheriffôs Department, Albuquerque City Po-
lice, Mayor Chavez, County Commissioner Brasher and City Councilor Harris asking them to resolve the issue 
before it happens again.  I also provided suggestions for preventing the tremendous amount of vehicles includ-
ing 18-wheelers from blocking the highway and our access streets. 

Last fall, you may have seen Commissioner Brasher on TV explaining the gates that have been installed 
on I-40 on-ramps heading east to prevent additional, local traffic from adding to the congestion.  See County 
Commissioner Brasherôs update report on page 16 in this Chronicle.  Iôm sure that there have been many gov-
ernmental planning meetings on the subject, but nothing conclusive has been published.  We were lucky that 
we did not face this situation last winter. 

I find it incredulous that no final plan has been forthcoming after two years of effort to get all of the police 
agencies and other local and state government agencies to overcome their turf issues and cooperate.  The only 
recommendation I can make is for residents to contact their representatives and insist that something be done 
before the snow flies this winter. 

  

Joe Zmuda, FHVHA Vice President 

Looking Forward  
Your Board has been working to make ours a better community.  We now have a professional weekend 

security patrol of the common areas and the open space entrances that replaced the volunteers of yesteryears.  
From the accompanying articles, it is evident that we take security seriously in order to keep our community as 
crime-free as possible. 

We are being diligent to ensure that no new access roads will gain entrance into Four Hills from the Juan 
Tabo Hills area, as per a long-standing agreement.  Our Covenants and Architectural Control divisions are dili-
gent in preserving our areaôs character. 

It is time to plan for the election of Board members for the year 2009.  A nominating Committee has been 
formed to receive the names of FHVHA members who will consider serving in this important role.  Please 
read over the duties of each board position on page 18 and consider serving.  Serving is a guarantee that you 
will get to know many residents better than you hereto thought possible! 

There has been confusion in the community over the role of the recently-formed organization, the Four 
Hills Village Neighborhood Association.  Their purported role was to offer an alternative to what they had 
considered an unresponsive board on important issues such as the speed humps and election of board mem-
bers.  These issues are no longer germane, if they ever were.   Their newsletter and web site contain factually 
incorrect material and personal attacks.  It served no purpose for them to claim that there was a joint meeting 
on May 1st, which certainly wasnôt the case.   Their president, Ed Barsis, addressed our board for a total of ten 
minutes to name issues.  He couldnôt articulate any, and was given an additional ten minutes, again with no 
definite issues cited. 

Our community faces enough external challenges without internal dissent.  Issues can be settled by our 
elected Board, which is a representative group of residents who care enough to devote time and energy to 
keeping our community desirable, which enhances property values and the joy of living in this wonderful vil-
lage. 
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Important Numbers 
 

APD Non-Emergency 242-2677 (COPS) 

City Central Information & Action  311 

Graffiti Hot Line 768-4072 

Suspected Meth Labs 764-METH 

Abandoned/Inoperable Vehicles 768-CARS 

Report Litterers 800-867-7666 

Mail Theft--Postal Inspector 346-8490 or 346-8042/8044 or 346-1278 

Four Hills Village Homeownersô Association 
Board of Directors 

2008 Calendar Year 
 

Officers 
 

President  Herb Wright  herbwright@peoplepc.com  922-0976 

Vice President  Joe Zmuda  j_zmuda@comcast.net  299-5528 

Secretary  Ruth Christman  ruth@tutorialpress.com  296-8636 

Treasurer  Deborah Barnes-Mattie dbm903@yahoo.com  332-8527 
 

Directors 
 

Architectural Control  Ernest Christman  hills@tutorialpress.com  296-8636 

Covenants  Geneiva Meeker  genmeek100@msn.com  323-6868 

Membership  Tim Gallegos  gallegos.co@msn.com  797-8665 

Open Space and Parks  Bob Hajek  rhajek@earthlink.net  292-7243 

Planning and Development  Steve Tenorio  steven.tenorio@comcast.net 480-8888 

Real Estate and Public Relations Jan DeMay  jan@askjanrealestate.com  450-7635 

Security, Air Flights, and Roads  Roger Hartman redorgreen@comcast.net 296-7924 

Four Hills Village Homeownerô Association 
Post Office Box 50505 

Albuquerque, NM 87181-0505 

www.four-hills-village.com 

County Commissioner Michael Brasher 

768-4000  mbrasher@bernco.gov 

State Representative Richard Berry 

293-1130  richard.berry@nmlegis.gov 

Mayor Martin Chavez 

768-3000  martinchavez@cabq.gov 

Senator Jeff Bingaman  346-6601 

senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov 

State Senator Sue Wilson Beffort 

292-7116  sue.beffort@nmlegis.gov 

City Councilor Don Harris  

768-3123  dharris@cabq.gov 

Congresswoman Heather Wilson 

346-6781 ask.heather@mail.house.gov 

Senator Pete Dominici  346-6791 

domenici.senate.gov/contact/contactform.cfm 

How to Contact Your Local Government Representatives 

Please share this newsletter with non -members.  
An electronic version is available on our web site www.four -hills -village.com  
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A Note from Our New Security, Air Flights, and Roads Director 
 

The elected Security, Air Flights and Roads Director resigned because he was unable to fulfill the duties 

of the position due to no fault of his own or lack of enthusiasm.  He is active-duty Air Force and is on the road 

nearly continually.  To fill this void, the Board asked for volunteers.  I raised my hand.  I was appointed to the 

position by a vote of our Board on August 7 per Article IV Section 5 of our Bylaws, so Iôm brand new.  Iôm 

happy to have the opportunity to contribute. 

A bit about me ð I retired from the Air Force in 1990 and have been at Sandia Labs since then.  My wife 

and I have lived in Four Hills since October 1998.  We love it here.  This is a fantastic place to live.  We have 

important roads and security issues from vandalism and theft to ensuring that the legal solutions worked out to 

keep our community separate from the Juan Tabo Hills development are enforced.  Iôm happy to report to you 

that the developer is a good man who also wants to see those solutions enforced.  Those legalities, the product 

of very diligent work by previous Board members, directly affect safety and security in our neighborhood. 

All of us play a part in keeping Four Hills safe and secure.  I ask for your vigilance and participation.  An 

involved community is perhaps the single most important factor in a safe and secure community.  Please bring 

any issues involving roads, security, and air flights to my attention.  I donôt have any monopoly on good ideas, 

so please share yours.  I look forward to working with all of you and the Board. 
 

Roger Hartman, Security, Air Flights, and Roads 

Notes from the Archives 
 

In reviewing minutes from the first year of the Four Hills Village Homeownersô Association, there are 

some similarities to what we deal with today.  The Board meeting of October 1, 1970 dealt with increasing se-

curity for Four Hills Village.  Sgt. Garner reported that he could provide protection for 18-20 hours per week.    

Residents were encouraged to report to him all suspicious characters or happenings. The security was paid by 

individual homeowners, and increasing protection depended on how many homeowners paid for that protec-

tion. 

There was a discussion of having a park in Four Hills Village.  At that time the area destined for a school, 

now The Reserve, was considered too far for a park.  It was suggested that the Four Hills Village Homeown-

ersô Association fence and maintain an area to consist of a playground or play area and cover it under Beautifi-

cation.  The organization did not have funds for such a project.  They contacted the Country Club to see if they 

would help finance the park in the interest of keeping children from playing on the golf course.   

At the Board meeting on November 10, 1970, it was officially moved and seconded to name the organiza-

tion the Four Hills Village Homeownersô Association.  The proposed Articles for Incorporation were read to 

the Board and a motion to accept them was passed.  The 18 pages of By-laws were to be printed and passed 

out at the next meeting. 

The Utilities Committee was particularly busy, to our advantage today.  Water tanks were to be built be-

hind the hill, out of sight from Four Hills residents.  The additional expense was handled by Four Hills Devel-

opment Corporation.  The other issue was going underground with utilities at increased cost to homeowners.  

Since this required 100% participation, a survey of residents was necessary. 

The Board had much discussion about speed limits and control over access into the village.  There was 

even a discussion to station someone at the entrance to discourage those who had no business purpose from 

entering. 

For 1971, the Board agreed to hold meetings the second Tuesday of the second month of each quarter 

(February, May, August, and November, with the annual Business Meeting).  Two of the most urgent issues 

facing the organization were security and the establishment of a recreational area for the children of Four Hills.  
 

Ruth Christman, Secretary 
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Good Fences Make Good Neighbors 
 

Architectural control is intended to keep a neighborhood harmonious, which enhances the pleasure of living in a 
community as well as maintaining property values.  While most people are good citizens and respectful of standards, 

there are a few who, through ignorance or indifference, cause problems.  So, what to do if someone disregards the com-

munity rules? 
The Board of Directors has a director in charge of Architectural Control and another director in charge of Cove-

nants.   If a violation is suspected, the first step is to contact one of these directors.   A review of the situation will be 

made in accordance with published standards, accessible on our web site.  In the case of a code violation, there is a re-
quest for compliance.  If this does not remedy the violation, the City is notified {Albuquerque Code Enforcement, (505) 

924-3466} and a city inspector investigates.  If the inspector agrees on the violation, it is referred to the city legal depart-

ment for remedial action. 

Architectural control outside of that covered by covenants is an internal matter for the community.  When one buys 
property in Four Hills, the deed states that compliance with Covenants and Architectural Control rules is obligatory.  If a 

violation is not remedied, the Board of Directors can begin legal action to force compliance.  Fortunately, this is rare in 

our community. 
When there is a grey area concerning a violation and a neighbor is not satisfied with the advice given by the appro-

priate director, the matter is referred to the Cityôs Alternative Dispute Resolution Office (768-4500).  The parties meet 

with a trained mediator.  The process is private and confidential. 
While the above might seem esoteric, real situations arise between neighbors that can lead to loss of friendships, 

legal actions, and even violence.  Harmony among neighbors is the goal, and rules are necessary to accomplish this.   

Robert Frostôs poem Mending Wall concludes with ñgood fences make good neighbors.ò  This is especially true when 

covenants and architectural controls are observed. 
 

Ernest Christman, Director, Architectural Control 
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FHV Homeownersô Association 

Treasurerôs 2008 Year-to-Date Report 
As of July 31, 2008 

 

 Available Bank Funds $ 15,737.37 

 USPS Bulk Mail Account $ 540.00 

Available Funds as of 12/31/07 $ 16,277.37 
 

Statement of Income and Expenses for 2008 

 
Income 

 08 Dues $ 18,250.00 [1] 

 Newsletter Ads $ 1,535.00 
 Bank Interest $ 223.75 

 Donations $ - 

 Architectural Control $ - 

  TOTAL $ 20,008.75 
 

1. Does not include 08 dues that were received in 2007 

 

Membership in Four Hills Village Homeownersô Association 
 

Our membership has pushed its way to almost the 600 mark. The members of the Board appreciate every-

one who has signed up to be a member and we are trying our best to make it a very worth while organization. 

The Four Hills Neighbors Group has done a good job to reach out to new residents to teach them how to join 

and get involved in our community. If anyone you know needs assistance to get involved and sign up, some-

one has moved in to a house, or if there is a change in the membership directory, please call or email me and I 

will contact them or correct our records. 
 

Please do your part, smile at people, wave at neighbors and passing cars, and get involved and enjoy what 

our place has to offer! As a good citizen we must remember to help each other. With the help of our organiza-

tion we will deter criminals. As a whole we will make this the best place in Albuquerque to live. It is every-

oneôs job to continue to make this a great community. 
 

Tim Gallegos, Membership Director, 797-8665, gallegos.co@msn.com 

Real Estate Report 
For 2008, 42 Houses Sold As Of August 13th 

 

High $625,000      Med $307,000     Low $150,000 
 

Of the 85 Homes on the Market as 8/13/2008 

High $1,100,000   Med $349,000     Low $174,500 
 

7 Pending (waiting to close) as of 8/13/2008 

High $419,990      Med $299,900     Low $149,900 
 

Price per Square Foot Sold 

High $171.19       Med  $141.18       Low  $95.47 

The differences in price per square foot is due mainly to 

condition of the property. 
 

Jan DeMay, Director, Real Estate & Public Relations  

 
Expenses 

   Community Affairs $ - 

   General Fund $ 3.441.19 
   Membership $ 509.45 

   Board of Directors $ - 

   Newsletter $ 5,164.51 
   Directory $ - 

   Postage $ 789.28 

   Bank Fees $ 94.17 

   Security $ 300.00 
   Legal Expenses and Insurance $ 3,675.49 

  TOTAL $ 13,974.09 

 
 Available Bank Funds $ 21,772.03 

 USPS Bulk Mail Account $ 346.92 

Available Funds as of Date of Report $ 22,118.95 
 

Increase (Decrease) in Assets $ 5,841.58 

 

Submitted by: Deborah Barnes-Mattie, Treasurer 
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38 years and going strong!   
The Four Hills Village Homeownersõ Association was founded in 1970. 

Crime Prevention Starts at Home 
 

Everyone in the Four Hills Community wants a safe neighborhood.  However, in order for your neighbor-

hood to be safe, you as neighbors can take a stand against crime and help each other maintain a safer living 

environment.   
 

Burglary Prevention  
 

Residential burglary rates are generally dictated by the active involvement of individual citizens and coop-

erative education efforts of neighborhood associations and other community groups. You have to be willing to 

take certain steps to prevent this type of crime, along with the assistance of local law enforcement, can reduce 

and sometimes prevent break-ins and burglaries.  According to Captain Levi Anaya, Foothills Area Com-

mander, ñThe biggest problem we are seeing with burglars in this area are the residents keeping their car and 

garage doors unlocked and open giving thieves a great opportunity.ò Below you will find some useful crime 

prevention tips for burglary prevention. 
 

When you are not at home, make it look like you are. 

Do not make it obvious that you are going out of town, pack your cars with the garage doors closed so 

people do not see that you are leaving. 

Keep garage doors closed at all times 

Keep all items in car out of sight. 

Take garage door openers inside with you. 

Evaluate existing lighting and make sure that entry/exit doors and windows have adequate lighting so 

neighbors can help watch for suspicious activity. 

Eliminate hiding places or areas that allow someone the opportunity to enter through a window with-

out being noticed by trimming bushes and shrubs below the window level. 

Organize a Neighborhood Watch program for your block (contact 924-3600 for details) 
 

Mail Theft Prevention  
 

Identity Theft is one of the fastest growing crimes in the nation that is impacting all aspects of society and 

businesses. One of the easiest ways for someone to steal your identity is through the mail. Postal carriers de-

liver millions of checks, money orders, credit cards and other valuable items safely to your mailboxes. Unfor-

tunately, thieves are attracted to this. Although, the U.S. Postal Service works to deliver your mail safely to 

your mailbox, they cannot do it alone. Here are a few pointers to keep your mail safe from would be thieves.  
 

Use letter slots at the Post Office to mail letters or hand it to your postal carrier. 

Pick up your mail promptly after delivery.  If you are expecting something important, have it delivered 

to the post office or entrust a neighbor to pick up your mail to keep it safe until you can pick it up.  

Do not send cash in the mail. Use checks or money orders. 

Ask your bank for ñsecureò checks that cannot be altered 

Let your post office know when youôll be out of town, so they can hold your mail until you return.  

If you are a victim of mail theft, contact the U.S. Postal Service. 
 

For further information on crime prevention or starting a Neighborhood Watch please contact Yvette Gar-

cia at the Foothills Area Command Substation at 332-5240.  
 

Yvette Garcia, Crime Prevention Specialist, Foothills Area Command 
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City Planning 
 

The proposed Form Based Code (FBC) has been discussed by the Environmental Planning Commission 

on July 24 and August 14, with a continuance until 9:00 am on September 11. The commissioners deserve 

great credit for trying to understand (a) what problem FBC would attempt to solve, (b) why the city needs an-

other 63 pages of detailed design templates covering 5-7 additional Zones, (c) which part of the Zoning code 

(if FBC passes) takes precedence, and (d) how implementation might proceed. By specifying criteria in great 

detail, FBC may limit developer flexibility, EPC judgment concerning ñfitò of templated projects with adjoin-

ing neighborhoods, and property buyersô options. It could negatively affect nearby property taxes. It would be 

a constraint on the free market economy, where developers research the market to determine what buyers 

want, design a compatible subdivision, apply for approval, and sell the resultant properties. Currently, a devel-

oper can be creative, design a community that will blend into the locale, apply for an SU-1 (special useð

tailored design) approval, and build and sell the product wanted. There is no need for a citywide change to 

Code. Developers, EPC, buyers, and others involved should be free to create new (or infill) developments on a 

case-by-case basis without any additional government interference. 
 

There have been Tax Increment Development Districts (TIDDs) approved for the huge new Mesa del Sol 

and SunCalôs Upper Petroglyph developments. Both Uptown and Coronado have TIDD requests in progress. 

TIDDs are tools, sometimes challenged as ñdeveloper handouts,ò that commit some percentage of future in-

creased property taxes and gross receipts taxes to back bonds that pay for needed infrastructure ñup front.ò 

Questions from community activists and others have caused some rethinking by the NM Board of Finance, 

which will hold hearings near the end of September, looking at changes to the NM Tax Increment Develop-

ment Act in the next legislative session. A major concern is that over-commitment to TIDDs may threaten the 

Stateôs bond rating by tying up too much tax revenue for many (up to 25) years into the future. 
 

The 21st Century Transportation Task Force has about wrapped up their report, including recommenda-

tions for continuing the (supposedly temporary) ¼ cent Transportation Tax, reallocating the percentages of that 

tax for roads, transit, and bike/hiking trails, and creating transportation and associated policies for future pro-

jects. It is essential that any proposal to renew the ¼ cent tax be submitted to the voters; when it narrowly 

passed almost ten years ago, it was to be a ñtemporaryò tax. The task force was supposed to perform a cost-

benefit analysis of the proposed modern street car along Central. However, the contractor studies are greatly 

overoptimistic in several aspects (e.g., residential and business growth, funding possibilities, passenger esti-

mates). Some important considerations were ignored or glossed over. There are few ñdestinationsò along the 

proposed route (Presbyterian Hospital, UNM, shops in Nob Hill), and those are already served by the bus sys-

tem. Some task force members openly questioned the need for a trolley, public support, funding, and useðbut 

the final report will probably support moving forward with the street car. 
 

The Great Streets proposal to beautify and to improve walkability in selected areas encountered sufficient 

opposition that the EPC hearing has again been deferredðthis time until October 9. There have been similar 

projects approved and built (others are in the request cycle) without this proposed Rank Two (facility) plan 

that could override sector plans, overlay zones, and individual approved development plans. Do we need addi-

tional legislation? 
 

Roger Mickelson, President, East Gateway Coalition of Neighborhood Associations, fhvharoger@aol.com  

Four Hills Village Homeownersõ Association Annual Membership Meeting  
Saturday, January 17th, 2009, Four Hills Country Club  

Plan to Attend!  
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IPS Security Report 
 

On January 1, 2007, my agency, International Protective Service (IPS), began patrolling Four Hills Vil-

lage providing individual service to about 20 families.  During our first month, IPS tackled the problem that 

was occurring due to the ñOpen Spaceò gate being open at the end of Stagecoach Road.  By January 17th we 

had documented various incidents, which included a rape. As a result, the Mayorôs Office had the gate shut.   

IPS deals with incidents such as robbery, drive-by shootings, and pipe bombs.  When we tell our clients 

this information, we are not sure if they believe that the ñpeacefulò Four Hills Village can be so ñbusy.ò In No-

vember of 2007, a huge drug bust occurred at 733 Stagecoach Road.  IPS was involved in this situation that 

received major television coverage.  

Four Hills Village is a unique residential neighborhood.  With a one-way in and out access point and be-

ing bordered by Kirtland Air Force Base, it makes for a more defendable area in the case of a natural disaster 

or a civil uprising.  Also, limited access is a deterrent to criminals.  

However, Four Hills is very close to a high crime area.  This criminal element thinks nothing of 

ñshoppingò inside our village.  Just in the month of May alone, IPS took on five families that had been burglar-

ized in one week.  Residential burglaries usually occur during daylight hours.  I strongly encourage you to 

have an alarm system on your home and to also have an ñarmedò response when it goes off.  Unfortunately, 

law enforcement is becoming more and more ñreactiveò in their response to crime and in many cases, getting 

to the scene after a bad situation has happened.  In contrast, IPSô average response time is between 30 seconds 

to 3 minutes. 

A Proactive Patrol is the key to keeping the Four Hills neighborhood safe by IPS or another similar ser-

vice.  Having armed uniformed officers in marked vehicles patrolling the streets 24/7 is a deterrent to the 

criminal looking to break into a house or a car.  IPS now serves nearly 300 homes.  We also enjoy a great rap-

port with local law enforcement.  Our mission is to prevent crimes before they occur, essential in raising the 

quality of life here. 
 

Aaron T. Jones, President & CEO, International Protective Service 

Lomas Tramway Library Happenings  
 

With the start of another school year underway, Lomas Tramway Library is transitioning into our fall/winter 

programming schedule.  We are excited about two new programs about to begin.  Our ñMusic by the Mountainò 

series starts on Tuesday, August 26th with Los Primos Mariachi Band.  They will be performing from 6:30pm-

7:30pm in our outdoor performance courtyard.  Theirs will be the first performance in our monthly music series.  

The Lomas Tramway Reading Group gets underway in September.  The Reading Group meets the second Tuesday 

of each month at 6:30pm.  Our first title for discussion is ñThe Shadow of the Windò by Carlos Ruiz Zafon.  Copies 

are available throughout the library system.  We will discuss this novel on Tuesday, September 9th.  Come into the 

library and pick up a bookmark listing all the monthly titles.   

Childrenôs Librarian Angela Main will be leaving the library on August 29th to care for her wonderful baby 

boy.  We will miss Angelaôs care and commitment to children in our area.  Leigh Esquerra, currently Childrenôs 

Librarian at Taylor Ranch Library, will be replacing Angela.  Come in to say goodbye to Angela, and help us wel-

come Leigh to our branch.  

A large-scale remodel of the library is set to begin in the next few months.  As we prepare for this exciting pro-

ject, some materials in the library will be moved to help us get ready for all the work that will be done.  If you are a 

frequent library visitor and notice that something has been moved, please see a staff member so that we may direct 

you to the appropriate location.  We hope to carry off the project with the least amount of disruption possible, and 

look forward to the finished remodel. 

As always, if you have questions or comments about our library services, please contact me at Lomas Tramway 

and I will be happy to assist you.   
 

Natasha Casteel, Branch Manager, 291-6295, ncasteel@cabq.gov 
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Four Hill Neighbors 
 

Fall is just around the corner and our Four Hills Neighbors organization wishes to welcome all our new 

Four Hills residents to our ñSpecial Neighborhood.ò  The main purpose of our organization is to help you get 

to know and appreciate your neighbors.  We have four luncheons at the Country Club each year on the first 

Thursdays of Sept., Dec., Mar., and June.  Dues are only $15 and allow you to participate in all sorts of inter-

esting activity groups such as Book Club, Garden Club, Bowling, Gourmet, just to name a few.  Whether you 

can attend the luncheons or not, I hope youôll consider joining us as several of these groups meet in the eve-

nings and include husbands.  If you missed our September ñState Fairò luncheon, put our next luncheon on 

your calendar right now for Thursday, Dec. 4th.  We will feature an Arts and Crafts Fair prior to the luncheon 

and program.   

I hope some of you were able to join us at our Wine & Cheese Party Aug. 30th.  Many thanks to Jim & 

Renee Grout for the use of their lovely home.  We try to sponsor a large event each year for you, our 

neighbors, in addition to area parties that our hostesses try to arrange in your individual neighborhoods.  The 

more you participate, the more you will enjoy your neighborhood.  You have some fascinating neighbors!   

Each of you can help by notifying me if you see a moving van on your street.  Iôll let our Hostess Chair-

man know so she can forward the information to your Area Hostess.  We try to welcome newcomers with 

helpful information about their new surroundings.  Weôve missed a lot in the past but hope to do better this 

year with your added vigilance. 

 

Nancy Kluck, President, Four Hill Neighbors 

Manzano Open Space Volunteers 
 

Our Manzano Open Space Volunteer projects continue to bring out the most fantastic and fun people 

(young and not so young) who work so hard.  We want you all to know how much we appreciate your hard 

work and dedication.  Lately, our projects are to keep up with the erosion around the berm area due to heavy 

rains.  We also know several users of the Open Space who are helping out by picking up trash and even othersô 

dog waste!  Thank you so much and please, all of you who walk dogs in the Open Space, remember to keep 

them on leash and pick up after them.  We coordinate work projects in the Manzano Open Space with the city 

Open Space Division and are always happy to see new faces in our work crew.  If you would love to get out in 

the Open Space and really make a difference, please email or call us.  Our next projects are September 14th at 

8 AM and November 9th.  Itôs fun and very rewarding. 

 

Connie and Dick Schlimme, rschlimme@comcast.net, 293-0304 
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The Bernalillo County District Attorneyôs Office 
 

The Bernalillo County District Attorneyôs office has approximately 300 employees with 110 of those be-

ing attorneys.  It is one of the largest district attorneyôs offices in the country.  Many other metropolitan areas 

are districted into smaller jurisdictions.  It is the largest law firm in the state of New Mexico. 

The office is organized into divisions of prosecution specialties.  Our divisions are: Metropolitan Court  

Prosecutions, Juvenile Prosecutions, Crimes Against Children, Violent Crimes, Community Crimes (narcotics 

and property crimes), Economic Crimes, Special Proceedings (probation violations and miscellaneous legal 

matters), Grand Jury, Gang Prosecutions, Felony DWI, and Felony Domestic Violence.  We also have a Vic-

tim Impact Division that serves victims of crime and their families.  Each division is staffed and trained to han-

dle the unique demands of their prosecution specialty. 

Last year we prosecuted over 5,300 domestic violence cases and almost 7,300  DWI cases in Metropolitan 

Court.  We were involved in thousands of other miscellaneous misdemeanor criminal cases.  The other divi-

sions throughout the office screened and prosecuted numerous other cases.  In total, our office handles ap-

proximately 30,000 to 40,000 cases each year.  We get all our cases on a referral basis from law enforcement 

agencies, after they have initiated and/or completed an investigation. 

In order to ensure the public gets our best efforts, I have identified three goals that remain paramount in 

our mission.  The first is to support our employees to their full potential so productivity is high and they feel 

they are making a difference in the community.  Second, we must be effective in the prosecution of criminal 

offenders.  Only then can we positively impact public safety and the quality of life in Bernalillo County.  Fi-

nally, we work hard to increase the publicôs faith in the integrity of the criminal justice system. 

Toward accomplishing our first goal, employees are supported with hundreds of hours of in-office training 

annually.  Attorneys are able to meet their continuing legal education requirements at no cost.  We also en-

courage movement throughout the office, giving employees the best opportunity for the ñright fitò and profes-

sional growth.  Most important, we lobby the Legislature each year for higher salaries for attorneys and sup-

port staff.  It is no secret that our employees are some of the lowest paid in state government. 

To be optimally effective in our prosecutions we must focus on a number of fronts.  Something that is of-

ten overlooked is the interdependence of all the agencies and groups functioning within the criminal justice 

system.  We spend many hours working hand-in-hand with law enforcement, the courts, federal agencies, 

neighborhood associations and various other groups to make sure we are operating as efficiently and effec-

tively as possible.  These relationships are absolutely critical and take years to develop.  Without them, the 

community would be deprived of what they justly deserve. 

Resources are essential.  In the past eight years our budget has increased by 55%, or from over 

$12,000,000 to almost $19,000,000.  The number of employees has increased by 49, or 20%.  We are con-

stantly assessing resources relative to needs and making adjustments within the office.  The Legislature funds 

our office and each year in our budget request we ask for additional monies to meet the ever-increasing 

caseloads.  We also seek out alternative funding and have received approximately $6,200,000 in grant monies 

since 2001. 

We have grown in our ability to be proactive.  The six-year-old Truancy Prevention Program is a success, 

keeping more kids in school and out of trouble.  In 2002, the Felony DWI  Division was created.  We are now 

better able to identify and prosecute the serious repeat DWI offenders.  The Early Plea Program was developed 

to fast track certain cases, holding offenders immediately accountable and decreasing overloaded Court dock-

ets.  The ñMether Initiative,ò originated in 2006, is one of a few in the country.  It targets offenders who com-

mit crimes with a methamphetamine connection.  It is about aggressive prosecution and significant periods of 

incarceration when warranted. 

In order to increase the publicôs faith in the integrity of the criminal justice system, we simply try to do the 

right thing for the right reasons.  We are engaged in educating the public by our participation and membership 

in a number of forums.  The media is often our friend in getting the word out about specific cases and helping 

us operate with transparency.  We try to be responsive to all inquires.  My goal is to return every telephone call 
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or email within 24 hours. 

Despite all that is done by those who work within the system, we cannot be successful unless everyone is 

willing to be part of the solution.  The public looks to us for answers.  We can respond in part, but everyoneôs 

involvement is required for a comprehensive solution to the many problems we face. 

In Bernalillo County, we rely on Grand Jurors to indict cases and Petit Jurors to hear trials and deliberate 

on the appropriate verdict.  Jury service requires a sacrifice on behalf of the private citizen, and often his or her 

employer, but it is the foundation of our system.  Without conscientious jurors, our system cannot function. 

Laws are what we work with to hold offenders accountable.  Each one of you can lobby your legislators to 

ensure we have the laws we need to protect our community.  You can also request that legislators give us the 

resources we need to do the job. 

Know your neighbors and your community.  We rely on you for information.  You are in the best position 

to identify areas of concern that affect your neighborhoods.  Keep updated on what is going on and participate 

in groups and associations that are committed to working with us in increasing public safety and the quality of 

life for all those in our community. 

You have my commitment to do our very best.  With your commitment, we have a partnership that will 

move us closer to the kind of community we all desire. 
 

Kari Brandenburg, Bernalillo County District Attorney  
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Four Hills Covenants 
 

Every set of our twenty-one sets of covenants contain the following statement:  ñNo trailer, house-trailer, 

or car, or other movable structure shall ever be parked or placed on any lot for use as a residence, servantôs 

quarters, or out building.  Even though not in use, same must not be parked on any lot or in driveways, nor 

shall any utilities be connected from any residence or structure in this subdivision to any trailer-house for any 

purpose.ò  I call this to your attention because we seem to have an abundance of trailers on properties.  If they 

are stored behind a fenced area it is not as obtrusive, but many have been parked on driveways and in front 

yards.  We have written many, many letters to individuals relative to this problem, and most people cooperate 

immediately by removing the offending trailer.  If you have one parked incorrectly on your property, wonôt 

you please remove it before we have to write to you? 

For your information, most of the covenants are posted on the www.four-hills-village.com website.  There 

are three sets which are not, however.  Those are:  Units 9, 14, and 18.  That is due to the fact that we do not 

have originals of the covenants for these units.  Should you have copies of any of these, we would be most 

grateful to be notified so that we could make copies of them for the Covenants Directorôs files.  Please give me 

a call at 323-6868 if you have any of these. 
 

Geneiva Meeker, Covenants Director 

Fire Prevention 
Maintenance of Defensible Space near Homes 

 

As the City of Albuquerque grows in and around wildland/urban interface areas, the likelihood of homes 

being threatened by wild fire also increases.  It is important as a homeowner in such interface areas to reduce 

the threat of fire by maintaining a defensible fire space around their homes.  

Defensible space is the area around a structure that includes combustible vegetation that can be cleared 

and reduced.  This space acts as a barrier between a structure and an advancing fire. It is essential to clear com-

bustible vegetation in a 100-foot radius from any structure. Combustible vegetation is any material that, left in 

its natural state, will readily ignite or burn and move to any structure or other vegetation.  This would include 

dry grass, brush, weeds, litter, and waste. 
 

Tips to make your property defensible against fire: 

Remove dead vegetation (i.e., dead trees and shrubs, dried grass and flowers, dead branches, fallen 

leaves, etc) 

Remove lower branches from mature trees to height of eight feet from ground level also remove small 

trees and shrubs growing under mature trees 

Remove tree branches within 15 feet of a chimney or stove pipe. 

Keep vegetation clear of power lines and decks 

Selectively thin and maintain remaining vegetation to 6 inches in height 

Stack firewood and scrap wood piles at least 50 feet from any structure and clear a way vegetation 

within 10 feet of the piles 

Check and clean your roof and gutters on all structures several times during the spring and fall to re-

move debris that can easily ignite from  a spark  
 

These tips will help significantly improve the odds of your home surviving a wildfire.  Fire fighters will 

be actively defending homes if a wildfire approaches.  During a major wildfire, it is unlikely that there will be 

fire fighting resources available to defend every home. Even with adequate resources, some wildfires may be 

so intense that there may be little that fire fighters can do to prevent a house from burning.  The key is to re-

duce the fire intensity as a wildfire nears a structure. 
 

Deputy Fire Chief Gilbert J. Santistevan 
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Special Session 2008 Ȥ Summary 
By Richard J. Berry 

State RepresentativeȤDistrict 20 

August 21, 2008 

Governor Richardson called us into this special session to address matters that he considered to be emer-

gencies. While many of the issues brought forward were indeed crucial in addressing the future needs of our 

State, they were mostly issues that I feel we could have worked on during the regular January session. It cost 

taxpayers over $250,000 to convene the legislature for this 5 day session. In my opinion one of the few emer-

gencies we faced during the special session was a disaster relief package for Lincoln and Otero Counties, 

where we provided $5 million to help with the devastation caused by the recent flooding. I voted for  this relief 

package. 
 

Here is a brief summary of several other key pieces of legislation that we considered and how I voted on 

each. 
 

School Bus Transportation Funding: $5 million dollars to help cover school bus fuel cost increases. I 

voted for  this bill. We have to get our students safely to and from school. 
 

Additional LIHEAP Funding: $1.9 million for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance program which 

will help pay for higher heating bills for lowȤincome families. I voted for  this bill. 
 

Child Care Assistance: $7.2 million for child care assistance for lowerȤincome residents. I voted for  this 

bill. Child care is a fundamental need for low income families in order for them to remain employed. 
 

Additional Highway Funding: $200 million for highway construction projects that have been postponed 

due to a halfȤbillion dollar transportation financing shortfall. About $150 million will come from bonds backed 

by oil and gas industry severance taxes. Approximately $50 million will come from oneȤtime revenues during 

the next two years, but only if the state has adequate cash reserves. Our roads are so important to our commu-

nities and to statewide commerce that we must make them a priority. I voted for this bill. 
 

Rebate Checks: $56 million oneȤtime rebate. Rebate checks will range from $25 to $50 per taxpayer, with 

no rebates for families with combined incomes greater than $70,000 per year. Normally I would strongly sup-

port returning excess revenues to taxpayers. However, nearly 80% of all people who pay taxes are excluded 

from this rebate. The rational for the rebate centered on the hope that we will have future revenue surpluses 

from oil and natural gas severance taxes. With falling oil and gas prices we went from a $400 million dollar 

estimated surplus to a $200 million dollar estimated surplus in just the last few weeks prior to the session. We 

have no way of knowing if the surplus revenues will be realized. We will know better prior to the January ses-

sion and could have looked at more current projections at that time. We are rebating money that we have not 

collected yet. Some have commented that this rebate was largely symbolic, rather than a meaningful transfer of 

dollars back to individual taxpayers. I do not believe that my constituents have sent me to Santa Fe to be sym-

bolic, but rather to make prudent decisions that affect District 20 and all New Mexicans. Just two days after the 

session the Albuquerque Journal ran an article with the headline ñMany of Poorest May Be Left Outò. The arti-

cle also pointed out that Military members, senior citizens, veterans and American Indians could miss out on 

receivingé rebate checks designed to help low income New Mexicans. This is no surprise as it was pointed 

out during debate in the House prior to the vote. I voted against this bill. 
 

I hope that this brief overview of the session and my voting record has been informative. As always, I am 

very interested in your opinions and ideas and I look forward to serving you in the future. Please contact me 

anytime via eȤmail at richard.berry@nmlegis.gov or call me at my home at 293Ȥ1130 

Scam Alert at Smithõs Parking Lot 
Representative Berry reported that a young woman had a tire stem slashed in Smithõs parking 
lot.  A man approached her and offered to change her tire for a fee.  She locked herself in her car 
and telephoned for help.  She felt she was targeted because she is a single woman.   
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Legislative Report 

Behind The Scenes at The Special Session 
by State Senator Sue Wilson Beffort 

 

The recent Special Session was full of high drama, lots of politics, and yet was tempered by some sound 

heads and  financial oversight.  I give great credit to Senator John Arthur Smith, Democrat, who is Chairman 

of the Legislative Finance Committee, and Senator Stuart Ingall, Republican, the Senate Minority Leader.  

Senator Smith has demonstrated impressive fiscal analysis of the state's financial projections.  He held strong 

on our economic indicators that have been predicting gas and oil shortfalls, and tempered the Governorôs am-

bitious spending agenda.  As it turns out, the price of gas fell two dollars in the few days that we were up there.  

At one point, our analysts warned that we would have to dip into our Reserves to pay for any legislation that 

spent additional monies over and above our 2008 Budget.  Senator Ingall, who has excellent negotiation skills, 

worked with the Majority Leadership to lower the spending cap to $100 million and narrow our focus.  Fur-

thermore, a great part of the spending was limited to one-time commitments, rather that locking the taxpayers 

into expensive programs that could force us to raise taxes. 

 

I served on the informal Senate task force that met this summer with the Administration, attempting to de-

velop a compromise on the Governorôs Universal Healthcare Plan.  The problem became apparent that the con-

cept and figures just were not sizing up.  For instance, the plan had been modeled in great part after Massachu-

setts, and that state is now suffering from a mass flight of industry, as well as over a $400 million deficit.  Fur-

thermore, aspects of last sessionôs plan had been removed, such as the employer mandate.  This made the 

ñguaranteed issueò (disallowing insurance companies to deny coverage or do rating) seriously problematic.  

Experts say that canôt work without 100% participation.  No other state has been able to do this and a Special 

Session is no place for such a serious change.  As to the medical electronic records bill, it became a lot more 

complicated than was first recognized, especially in the area of legal repercussions to our doctors.  The issue 

had nothing to do with providing  health services to more people and will be better addressed in the regular 60 

day session, when it can be more thoroughly vetted. 

 

In terms of healthcare, I believe that New Mexico is going to profit by what did materialize: 

$20 million to enroll  approximately 17,000 more children, with no expansion in eligibility 

$10 million to take 400 developmentally disabled children off of the waiting list (which is over 5,000) 

$2.5 million for direct services for mental illness as well as drug/alcohol services 

(This of course is without knowing of any vetoes) 

 

The concentration of all of the bills that did pass  was to provide financial relief and assistance to our low-

est income citizens, who are hurt  most by rising prices at the gas pump, which has transcended to food and a 

variety of other issues that America has been experiencing.  I am happy and proud that we have helped our 

own. 

Not a member of the Four Hills Village Homeownersõ Association?   
Joining is easy. For an application form, go to our website  

www.four -hills -village.com and download the membership form.  



 

Page 16 Fall 2008         Chronicle 

Unsnarling I-40 and Tramway during Highway Closures 
by County Commissioner Michael Brasher 

 

Many travelers and commuters have experienced extensive delays and gridlock from time to time on I-40 

through Tijeras Canyon caused by weather and traffic accidents.  Residents of Four Hills are particularly af-

fected because of the limited access to their community.  The traffic congestion is not only a matter of incon-

venience, but raises significant health and safety concerns, both for motorists and for other residents of the area 

who might be in need emergency assistance. 
 

I am working with representatives of the New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) and pub-

lic safety responders to help resolve the problem of traffic tie-ups along Interstate 40 in Tijeras Canyon and 

mitigate effects caused by road closure events. 
 

One important initiative is to improve communications with the general public about road closures and 

improve interdepartmental communication.  Early warning of closures, message signs, and, where warranted, 

the use of the broadcast Emergency Alert System will improve traffic conditions. 
 

Several other states allow large trucks to travel on snow-packed roads with chains to help break up the ice.  

Under certain conditions, NMDOT says this can be effective and I encourage them to continue to develop poli-

cies regarding this practice. 
 

I will continue my efforts to provide relief for stalled traffic on I-40 through Tijeras Canyon by requesting 

that NMDOT install median ñbreaksò from Tramway to Sedillo Hill.  There is currently a 3 İ foot tall con-

crete wall that separates the eastbound lanes from the westbound lanes along that 15-mile stretch that has too 

few breaks.  What I am proposing is that the NMDOT create openings in that barrier at several additional loca-

tions along the route through Tijeras Canyon that will allow motorists, when permitted by public safety offi-

cials on the scene, the chance to turn around and go back the other direction in the event of a car accident or 

other emergency.  Additional breaks would also provide additional access for emergency vehicles.  The me-

dian breaks would have locked gates that could only be opened when traffic is deadlocked and road and law 

enforcement officials deem the situation warrants it. 
 

In addition, I will continue to meet with the public safety service providers in Albuquerque, Bernalillo 

County, Sandoval County, Torrance County, Santa Fe County and Guadalupe County to discuss the road clo-

sure issues and the regional impact.  This group continues to work on developing practical solutions to get traf-

fic moving in the event of a major traffic accident or weather-related closure, including improving communi-

cations among agencies and emergency responders and with the public and establishing procedures and tech-

niques that would facilitate more expeditious investigations following emergencies to reopen roads as soon as 

possible. 

  
 

 


