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Status of I-40 Winter Closings 
Remember the three day closure of I-40 eastbound around New Years Day 2007 and the tremendous in-

convenience it caused for Four Hills residents?  We might be able to live with the inconvenience, but we abso-
lutely cannot tolerate the risk of emergency response vehicles not being able to respond to a call in our com-
munity during a closure.  Over a year ago, I sent letters to all of our representatives in the legislature, the De-
partment of Transportation, the State Police, Bernalillo County Sheriffôs Department, Albuquerque City Po-
lice, Mayor Chavez, County Commissioner Brasher and City Councilor Harris asking them to resolve the issue 
before it happens again.  I also provided suggestions for preventing the tremendous amount of vehicles includ-
ing 18-wheelers from blocking the highway and our access streets. 

Last fall, you may have seen Commissioner Brasher on TV explaining the gates that have been installed 
on I-40 on-ramps heading east to prevent additional, local traffic from adding to the congestion.  See County 
Commissioner Brasherôs update report on page 16 in this Chronicle.  Iôm sure that there have been many gov-
ernmental planning meetings on the subject, but nothing conclusive has been published.  We were lucky that 
we did not face this situation last winter. 

I find it incredulous that no final plan has been forthcoming after two years of effort to get all of the police 
agencies and other local and state government agencies to overcome their turf issues and cooperate.  The only 
recommendation I can make is for residents to contact their representatives and insist that something be done 
before the snow flies this winter. 

  

Joe Zmuda, FHVHA Vice President 

Looking Forward  
Your Board has been working to make ours a better community.  We now have a professional weekend 

security patrol of the common areas and the open space entrances that replaced the volunteers of yesteryears.  
From the accompanying articles, it is evident that we take security seriously in order to keep our community as 
crime-free as possible. 

We are being diligent to ensure that no new access roads will gain entrance into Four Hills from the Juan 
Tabo Hills area, as per a long-standing agreement.  Our Covenants and Architectural Control divisions are dili-
gent in preserving our areaôs character. 

It is time to plan for the election of Board members for the year 2009.  A nominating Committee has been 
formed to receive the names of FHVHA members who will consider serving in this important role.  Please 
read over the duties of each board position on page 18 and consider serving.  Serving is a guarantee that you 
will get to know many residents better than you hereto thought possible! 

There has been confusion in the community over the role of the recently-formed organization, the Four 
Hills Village Neighborhood Association.  Their purported role was to offer an alternative to what they had 
considered an unresponsive board on important issues such as the speed humps and election of board mem-
bers.  These issues are no longer germane, if they ever were.   Their newsletter and web site contain factually 
incorrect material and personal attacks.  It served no purpose for them to claim that there was a joint meeting 
on May 1st, which certainly wasnôt the case.   Their president, Ed Barsis, addressed our board for a total of ten 
minutes to name issues.  He couldnôt articulate any, and was given an additional ten minutes, again with no 
definite issues cited. 

Our community faces enough external challenges without internal dissent.  Issues can be settled by our 
elected Board, which is a representative group of residents who care enough to devote time and energy to 
keeping our community desirable, which enhances property values and the joy of living in this wonderful vil-
lage. 
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Important Numbers 
 

APD Non-Emergency 242-2677 (COPS) 

City Central Information & Action  311 

Graffiti Hot Line 768-4072 

Suspected Meth Labs 764-METH 

Abandoned/Inoperable Vehicles 768-CARS 

Report Litterers 800-867-7666 

Mail Theft--Postal Inspector 346-8490 or 346-8042/8044 or 346-1278 

Four Hills Village Homeownersô Association 
Board of Directors 

2008 Calendar Year 
 

Officers 
 

President  Herb Wright  herbwright@peoplepc.com  922-0976 

Vice President  Joe Zmuda  j_zmuda@comcast.net  299-5528 

Secretary  Ruth Christman  ruth@tutorialpress.com  296-8636 

Treasurer  Deborah Barnes-Mattie dbm903@yahoo.com  332-8527 
 

Directors 
 

Architectural Control  Ernest Christman  hills@tutorialpress.com  296-8636 

Covenants  Geneiva Meeker  genmeek100@msn.com  323-6868 

Membership  Tim Gallegos  gallegos.co@msn.com  797-8665 

Open Space and Parks  Bob Hajek  rhajek@earthlink.net  292-7243 

Planning and Development  Steve Tenorio  steven.tenorio@comcast.net 480-8888 

Real Estate and Public Relations Jan DeMay  jan@askjanrealestate.com  450-7635 

Security, Air Flights, and Roads  Roger Hartman redorgreen@comcast.net 296-7924 

Four Hills Village Homeownerô Association 
Post Office Box 50505 

Albuquerque, NM 87181-0505 

www.four-hills-village.com 

County Commissioner Michael Brasher 

768-4000  mbrasher@bernco.gov 

State Representative Richard Berry 

293-1130  richard.berry@nmlegis.gov 

Mayor Martin Chavez 

768-3000  martinchavez@cabq.gov 

Senator Jeff Bingaman  346-6601 

senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov 

State Senator Sue Wilson Beffort 

292-7116  sue.beffort@nmlegis.gov 

City Councilor Don Harris  

768-3123  dharris@cabq.gov 

Congresswoman Heather Wilson 

346-6781 ask.heather@mail.house.gov 

Senator Pete Dominici  346-6791 

domenici.senate.gov/contact/contactform.cfm 

How to Contact Your Local Government Representatives 

Please share this newsletter with non -members.  
An electronic version is available on our web site www.four -hills -village.com  
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A Note from Our New Security, Air Flights, and Roads Director 
 

The elected Security, Air Flights and Roads Director resigned because he was unable to fulfill the duties 

of the position due to no fault of his own or lack of enthusiasm.  He is active-duty Air Force and is on the road 

nearly continually.  To fill this void, the Board asked for volunteers.  I raised my hand.  I was appointed to the 

position by a vote of our Board on August 7 per Article IV Section 5 of our Bylaws, so Iôm brand new.  Iôm 

happy to have the opportunity to contribute. 

A bit about me ð I retired from the Air Force in 1990 and have been at Sandia Labs since then.  My wife 

and I have lived in Four Hills since October 1998.  We love it here.  This is a fantastic place to live.  We have 

important roads and security issues from vandalism and theft to ensuring that the legal solutions worked out to 

keep our community separate from the Juan Tabo Hills development are enforced.  Iôm happy to report to you 

that the developer is a good man who also wants to see those solutions enforced.  Those legalities, the product 

of very diligent work by previous Board members, directly affect safety and security in our neighborhood. 

All of us play a part in keeping Four Hills safe and secure.  I ask for your vigilance and participation.  An 

involved community is perhaps the single most important factor in a safe and secure community.  Please bring 

any issues involving roads, security, and air flights to my attention.  I donôt have any monopoly on good ideas, 

so please share yours.  I look forward to working with all of you and the Board. 
 

Roger Hartman, Security, Air Flights, and Roads 

Notes from the Archives 
 

In reviewing minutes from the first year of the Four Hills Village Homeownersô Association, there are 

some similarities to what we deal with today.  The Board meeting of October 1, 1970 dealt with increasing se-

curity for Four Hills Village.  Sgt. Garner reported that he could provide protection for 18-20 hours per week.    

Residents were encouraged to report to him all suspicious characters or happenings. The security was paid by 

individual homeowners, and increasing protection depended on how many homeowners paid for that protec-

tion. 

There was a discussion of having a park in Four Hills Village.  At that time the area destined for a school, 

now The Reserve, was considered too far for a park.  It was suggested that the Four Hills Village Homeown-

ersô Association fence and maintain an area to consist of a playground or play area and cover it under Beautifi-

cation.  The organization did not have funds for such a project.  They contacted the Country Club to see if they 

would help finance the park in the interest of keeping children from playing on the golf course.   

At the Board meeting on November 10, 1970, it was officially moved and seconded to name the organiza-

tion the Four Hills Village Homeownersô Association.  The proposed Articles for Incorporation were read to 

the Board and a motion to accept them was passed.  The 18 pages of By-laws were to be printed and passed 

out at the next meeting. 

The Utilities Committee was particularly busy, to our advantage today.  Water tanks were to be built be-

hind the hill, out of sight from Four Hills residents.  The additional expense was handled by Four Hills Devel-

opment Corporation.  The other issue was going underground with utilities at increased cost to homeowners.  

Since this required 100% participation, a survey of residents was necessary. 

The Board had much discussion about speed limits and control over access into the village.  There was 

even a discussion to station someone at the entrance to discourage those who had no business purpose from 

entering. 

For 1971, the Board agreed to hold meetings the second Tuesday of the second month of each quarter 

(February, May, August, and November, with the annual Business Meeting).  Two of the most urgent issues 

facing the organization were security and the establishment of a recreational area for the children of Four Hills.  
 

Ruth Christman, Secretary 
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Good Fences Make Good Neighbors 
 

Architectural control is intended to keep a neighborhood harmonious, which enhances the pleasure of living in a 
community as well as maintaining property values.  While most people are good citizens and respectful of standards, 

there are a few who, through ignorance or indifference, cause problems.  So, what to do if someone disregards the com-

munity rules? 
The Board of Directors has a director in charge of Architectural Control and another director in charge of Cove-

nants.   If a violation is suspected, the first step is to contact one of these directors.   A review of the situation will be 

made in accordance with published standards, accessible on our web site.  In the case of a code violation, there is a re-
quest for compliance.  If this does not remedy the violation, the City is notified {Albuquerque Code Enforcement, (505) 

924-3466} and a city inspector investigates.  If the inspector agrees on the violation, it is referred to the city legal depart-

ment for remedial action. 

Architectural control outside of that covered by covenants is an internal matter for the community.  When one buys 
property in Four Hills, the deed states that compliance with Covenants and Architectural Control rules is obligatory.  If a 

violation is not remedied, the Board of Directors can begin legal action to force compliance.  Fortunately, this is rare in 

our community. 
When there is a grey area concerning a violation and a neighbor is not satisfied with the advice given by the appro-

priate director, the matter is referred to the Cityôs Alternative Dispute Resolution Office (768-4500).  The parties meet 

with a trained mediator.  The process is private and confidential. 
While the above might seem esoteric, real situations arise between neighbors that can lead to loss of friendships, 

legal actions, and even violence.  Harmony among neighbors is the goal, and rules are necessary to accomplish this.   

Robert Frostôs poem Mending Wall concludes with ñgood fences make good neighbors.ò  This is especially true when 

covenants and architectural controls are observed. 
 

Ernest Christman, Director, Architectural Control 
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FHV Homeownersô Association 

Treasurerôs 2008 Year-to-Date Report 
As of July 31, 2008 

 

 Available Bank Funds $ 15,737.37 

 USPS Bulk Mail Account $ 540.00 

Available Funds as of 12/31/07 $ 16,277.37 
 

Statement of Income and Expenses for 2008 

 
Income 

 08 Dues $ 18,250.00 [1] 

 Newsletter Ads $ 1,535.00 
 Bank Interest $ 223.75 

 Donations $ - 

 Architectural Control $ - 

  TOTAL $ 20,008.75 
 

1. Does not include 08 dues that were received in 2007 

 

Membership in Four Hills Village Homeownersô Association 
 

Our membership has pushed its way to almost the 600 mark. The members of the Board appreciate every-

one who has signed up to be a member and we are trying our best to make it a very worth while organization. 

The Four Hills Neighbors Group has done a good job to reach out to new residents to teach them how to join 

and get involved in our community. If anyone you know needs assistance to get involved and sign up, some-

one has moved in to a house, or if there is a change in the membership directory, please call or email me and I 

will contact them or correct our records. 
 

Please do your part, smile at people, wave at neighbors and passing cars, and get involved and enjoy what 

our place has to offer! As a good citizen we must remember to help each other. With the help of our organiza-

tion we will deter criminals. As a whole we will make this the best place in Albuquerque to live. It is every-

oneôs job to continue to make this a great community. 
 

Tim Gallegos, Membership Director, 797-8665, gallegos.co@msn.com 

Real Estate Report 
For 2008, 42 Houses Sold As Of August 13th 

 

High $625,000      Med $307,000     Low $150,000 
 

Of the 85 Homes on the Market as 8/13/2008 

High $1,100,000   Med $349,000     Low $174,500 
 

7 Pending (waiting to close) as of 8/13/2008 

High $419,990      Med $299,900     Low $149,900 
 

Price per Square Foot Sold 

High $171.19       Med  $141.18       Low  $95.47 

The differences in price per square foot is due mainly to 

condition of the property. 
 

Jan DeMay, Director, Real Estate & Public Relations  

 
Expenses 

   Community Affairs $ - 

   General Fund $ 3.441.19 
   Membership $ 509.45 

   Board of Directors $ - 

   Newsletter $ 5,164.51 
   Directory $ - 

   Postage $ 789.28 

   Bank Fees $ 94.17 

   Security $ 300.00 
   Legal Expenses and Insurance $ 3,675.49 

  TOTAL $ 13,974.09 

 
 Available Bank Funds $ 21,772.03 

 USPS Bulk Mail Account $ 346.92 

Available Funds as of Date of Report $ 22,118.95 
 

Increase (Decrease) in Assets $ 5,841.58 

 

Submitted by: Deborah Barnes-Mattie, Treasurer 


